: The Chinese Nobel Laureates That Weren't by Lee, Gregory B.
No More Heroes?
Gregory B. Lee
To cite this version:
Gregory B. Lee. : The Chinese Nobel Laureates That Weren’t. Gauthier, Brigitte. Viva Pinter:
Harold Pinter’s Spirit of Resistance, Peter Lang, pp.161-167, 2009, (Collection: European
Connections Vol. 30). <hal-00436466>
HAL Id: hal-00436466
https://hal-univ-lyon3.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-00436466
Submitted on 26 Nov 2009
HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci-
entific research documents, whether they are pub-
lished or not. The documents may come from
teaching and research institutions in France or
abroad, or from public or private research centers.
L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
destine´e au de´poˆt et a` la diffusion de documents
scientifiques de niveau recherche, publie´s ou non,
e´manant des e´tablissements d’enseignement et de

















































patriotism,   jingoism,   chauvinism   that   would   be   a   liberation….   I   think   the 
Chinese   intellectual   needs   an  indépendance   absolue  [total   independence], 
mentally,  spirituellement,   he  needs  a  detached,   independent   attitude.   I   think 
Chinese intellectuals are not sufficiently mature. Why do they keep on going 










But  Gao's  willingness   to   discuss   politics,   even   in   this   negative,   anti­nationalist   vein, 
disappeared straight after Gao had been enNobled, when he refused to talk about political 
matters completely.
A   Chinese   writer   who   has   not,   yet,   received   the   Nobel   Prize,   but   who   has   been 
"nominated" several times, is Bei Dao. Bei Dao, or Zhao Zhenkai, belongs to the Red Guard 
generation who fell foul of the Cultural Revolution and whose initial Maoist idealism turned 
rapidly  to  disillusion.  A decade younger   than Gao, Bei  Dao and his  peers,  despite  being 
offspring   of   the  urban   elite,  were  denied   the   university   education   from  which  Gao   had 
benefited.
Bei  Dao  in  his  dissident  poetry  evoked   those  who died   in   the   struggle   for   liberty  of 
expression   in   the   Tian'anmen   Incident   of   1976   that   followed   mass   mourning   and 



















had  been   living   in  Scandinavia,  was   invited  by   the  Grupo  de   los  Cien,   an   international 






































































The government  would have preferred a writer  resident in China,  the dissidents would 
have preferred someone more politically prominent and committed. But would such a choice 










Jin  continued   to   fight   injustice  all  his   life,  and  during   the  1980s  defended  non­orthodox 
writers,  and questioned  the anti­humanist  policies  of  he authorities;  he  also spoke out   in 
favour of the young poets who published in samizdat  reviews.  Ba Jin,  just  as René  Char 
whose centenary has just been celebrated, is one of those who deserved the Nobel Prize. They 
deserved it not for having put literature at the service of politics, but for having enmeshed, as 
did Pinter, the logic of the humanist with that of the modern writer.
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The Viva Pinter conference and associated events in Lyon in the early spring of 2007, 
honoured not only Harold Pinter, but also those writers, holders of the Nobel Prize such as 
Orhan Pamuk, or not, who practice a certain humanist idea of the position and responsibility 
of the writer.
Recently, the French historian Michel Winock wrote that "the Dreyfusard model" of the 
intellectual was now obsolete. If that is so, where, beyond the mirage of spectacular politics, 
will the world look for the symbolic voices of reason, ready to demand and defend democratic 
rights and human dignity that Pinter, Pamuk, and Bei Dao have thus far embodied?
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